Veterinary report by University of Illinois. College of Veterinary Medicine
7,0071/^
VEX
Veterinary
REPORT
J A N ' 9 f
C o lle g e  of V e t e r in a r y  M e d ic in e  
U n iv e r s it y  of I l lin o is  a t U r b a n a -C h a m p a ig n
Summer 1997, Volume 21, No. 2
Class of 2001:
Interview s Are Big Part 
of ‘S p a ce ’ O dyssey
UNIVERSITY O f U U N O IS AT URBAN A~€HAMFA1GN
of Academic end Student Affairs
fin ost wore suits or dresses. Many had 
anxious smiles, sweaty palms, and jittery 
stomachs. They filled the hallways of 
the Basic Sciences Building with an 
air of nervous anticipation. On a 
sunny Thursday last March, 150 
would-be veterinarians, many accom­
panied by their parents or spouse, vied 
for a space in the College’s Class of 
2001 by participating in a structured 
interview.
The interviews kicked off a two-day 
recruitment program for invited appli­
cants, who represented about 44 per­
cent of the pool of qualified applicants 
to the Class o f2001. The program 
also included tours of the College 
facilities and of the Omega Tau Sigma 
fraternity house; panel discussions on 
practice in small animal, equine, food
animal, and public industry areas; 
dinner at the Chancellor Hotel fol­
lowed by the a capella stylings of the 
University’s “Girls Next Door”; a club 
fair highlighting the many Vet Med 
student organizations; and presenta­
tions from Dean Valli, Associate 
Dean Erwin Small, and a dozen other 
students, staff, and faculty who spoke 
about financial aid, scholarships, 
mentoring, and more.
Though much of the two days was 
devoted to giving applicants a good 
look at what our school offers, the 
interviews were decidedly the appli­
cants’ chance to impress the people at 
the College. Fewer than 100 of those 
interviewed enrolled in classes this fall.
“When we admit someone into 
veterinary school, we are essentially
Fa irs  to  R e m e m b e r
__ars of roundworms and other parasites, an
X ray of a pregnant cat, and a complete skeleton 
of a Great Dane were among the items that 
attracted state fair visitors in Springfield and 
Du Quoin to the exhibit from the College 
of Veterinary Medicine last August. At the 
Du Quoin fair, the College exhibit garnered 
the award for “most unique.”
Members of the Illinois State Veterinary 
Medical Association helped staff the exhibit at 
both fairs, answering questions on pink eye in 
calves, fleas on cats, and a host of other veterinary ailments. Another 
popular attraction was the weekend demonstrations by the Wildlife 
Medical Clinic, which introduced Springfield fairgoers to a deepei 
appreciation of the life-style of a great horned owl and a sparrow 
hawk. More than 10,000 paper cow and pig ear headbands, an
equal number of cow and pig erasers, and hundreds of book- 4 _
marks bearing veterinary questions were given to children of all ages!
t KM ff.
"Welcome,prospective students! We hope 
aspiring veterinarians will find on these 
pages the ittformation they need to 
prepare a strong application for 
admission to oiu~ college."
admitting that per­
son into the profes­
sion of veterinary 
medicine,” says Dr.
Gay Miller, associate 
dean of academic and 
student affairs. “We 
hope that the appli­
cation review process 
results in our admit­
ting the best students, 
those who not only 
will be academically successful but also 
will contribute the most to the profes­
sion. That’s why the interview is so 
important.”
All applicants are ranked on a 
100-point system, explains Dr. Miller. 
Ninety of those points are derived 
from grades, test scores, letters of 
recommendation, and how the appli­
cant “looks on paper.” The interview, 
which accounts for the other 10 per­
cent, provides the only opportunity 
to see whether applicants have good
Veterinary Faculty
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For More Information 
Overview of Sdo
The College has a new Web site for admissions. Check it 
out at: http://www.cvm.uiuc.edu/admissions/recruitment/.
communication skills and present 
themselves positively and professionally.
The current interview procedure 
was first implemented in 1996 with 
great help from veterinarian Dr. Paul 
Leonard and his wife Nancy Leonard. 
The procedure is still evolving. Inter­
view teams made up of an alumnus 
active in the mentoring program, a 
current student, and two faculty mem­
bers score each applicant’s responses to 
preset interview questions. Ten teams
CONTINUED ON PAGE 6
Apply at Illinois
What to do: Applications for the 1998 entering class are due by October 1, 
1997. This year Illinois is one of four test sites for on-line applications through 
the Veterinary Medical Colleges Application Service, a centralized service of the 
AAVMC that allows students to apply to multiple veterinary medicine colleges 
easily. Twenty-three of the 27 U.S. veterinary institutions now participate in this 
service, which provides data-processing but not decision-making aid.
Applicants may call the Admissions office, 217/333-1192, for an application 
or visit our Web site at http://www.cvm.uiuc.edu/admissions/recruitment/.
Prerequisites: At least two years of undergraduate coursework, including 
required courses in the biological, chemical, physical, and social sciences as well 
as in English and the humanities.
Cumulative grade point average of at least 2.75 on a 4.0 scale. (For the 1996 
entering class, the average cumulative GPA was 3.45.)
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Dates to RememberVeterinarians: Leaders on the Te am  for Food Safety
BY DR. TED VALLI
In the United States, the burden o f  
foodbome disease is surprisingly high: 
estimates range from 6.5 million to more 
than 30 million people affected per year; 
as many as 9,000people die each year, 
and many more suffer chronic sequelae; 
costs o f  these outbreaks are estimated at 
$2.9 billion to $6.7 billion per year.
Q  n the biomedical research community today there is much more concern about avoid­
ing massive disease outbreaks than about producing an adequate food supply for the growing 
human population. Global warming, the rise in international travel, and changes in land 
use, coupled with the emergence of antibiotic-resistant organisms, increase the risk that 
disease-causing organisms will spread.
These concerns and the ideas presented below were discussed earlier this year at a meeting 
sponsored by the Association of American Veterinary Medical Colleges and the American 
Veterinary Medical Association to identify the critical issues in veterinary research.
Factors involved in the emergence of infectious diseases include global warming, now 
shown to trigger outbreaks of human cholera; the interaction of human beings and free- 
living animals with the environment, which plays a role in outbreaks of human pneumonia 
due to hanta virus; and the transmission of infectious agents from human populations into 
wildlife and then back to the human population. An example of this latter problem is the 
brucellosis-carrying buffalo in Yellowstone National Park; when they leave the park they 
pose a hazard to domestic livestock and ultimately human health. These problems can be 
countered through research into population biology and information management, espe­
cially through emerging disciplines in computer-based information access.
The U.S. pub lic expects a food supply that is palatable, consistent 
in quality, convenient, relatively cheap, and safe to the point of 
no, rather than low, risk. All of this is to be achieved with lower fat 
content and no harm to environmental quality! The variety of foods 
available in this country has increased remarkably. In 1950 the aver­
age grocery store stocked 500 items; in 1990 that number was 25,000. 
In addition, there has been much greater industrialization of the food 
supply, which means that if foods do become contaminated, the 
infectious agents may be widely distributed. The recent recall of 
hamburger is a case in point.
In the food animal industry, it is no longer acceptable to market 
a problem product, even if the concern is not detectable. All major 
animal commodities now have quality assurance programs focused 
on cost-effective animal production to produce a quality product.
The commodities are looking for ways to determine the modes of 
spread of infectious agents and ways to avoid contamination of human and animal food 
stocks. Integrated animal health production systems should be a major factor in addressing 
these problems.
The an im al industry needs a national disease reporting system with standardized 
nomenclature and animal identification. Public concern over animal health and welfare has
brought about the need to develop data on the impact of production practices on animal 
well-being, drawing on resources from many disciplines. In the past, the land-grant univer­
sities had a major role in addressing animal production problems, but today university 
facilities may no longer adequately reflect production systems in current use by the 
industry. More research needs to be carried on using privately owned production systems 
as the test bed.
Our Food Animal Production Medicine Consortium, which includes Illinois as the lead 
agency along with veterinary colleges in Florida, California, Michigan, and Kansas and the 
Clay Center in Nebraska, has just concluded a study on the prevalence of Salmonella spp. 
in cull dairy cows sent to slaughter at five locations across the country. This is the type of 
far-reaching investigation that drives new procedures in food processing to ensure product 
quality and safety. In the area of pork production, we have teamed with five Midwest 
states in a proposal to the Fund for Rural America in support of optimal technology 
in swine rearing.
A major issue in the production food safety approach includes determining the epidemi­
ology of foodborne pathogens, which often may not be causing disease in the animals 
themselves. We need more information on why basic herds are or are not carriers of a par­
ticular organism. In Denmark the pork industry has made extensive progress in eliminating 
Salmonella from production herds. Establishing and meeting standards of safety and quality 
will be critical in maintaining the export market for U.S. meat products.
Our health-conscious nation appears willing to fund health-related research despite 
widespread budget cuts. The key will be to assemble expertise focused on the problem, 
regardless of the discipline of the researcher. We need broad alliances that include workers 
in human and animal health and specialists in education, communication, and law.
To facilitate these alliances, veterinary medicine must first of all train scientists capable 
of moving from the bench to the field and develop veterinarians who are systems analysts 
studying the food-production chain. Then we must produce solid data on food quality and 
safety to help reduce the occurrence of foodborne diseases. Ultimately, we must embrace 
the concept of “team veterinary medicine,” which will involve state public health workers, 
academia, and practitioners in federal and other agencies. The time is ripe for team building.
September 26-28,1997 -  In troductory 
Equine N uclear M edic ine W orkshop, 
Urbana, IL. Call Dr. A.R. Tw ardock, 
217/333-6507.
September 28,1997 -  O TS Pet W ash, 
Urbana, IL. Call O m ega Tau S igma, 
pro fessiona l o rgan ization fo r ve te rina ry 
students, at 217/366-3790.
October 10-11,1997 -  W indy C ity 
Pet Expo, C hicago, IL. Call 
K im berly M eenen, 217/333-2762.
October 2-3,1997 -  Annual Fall C on­
ference fo r Veterinarians, Urbana, IL. 
Call Dr. D ick W allace, 217/333-2907.
October 4,1997 -  Fall C onference 
Ten t Party, Ul vs. Penn State, 
C ham paign, IL. Call Beth Erwin, 
217/333-2762.
November 2 7 -3 0 ,1 9 9 7  -  Thanksgiv ing, 
a ll-cam pus holiday.
December 6,1997 -  O TS Santa Paws 
Pet Photos, Urbana, IL. Call O m ega 
Tau S igm a at 217/366-3790.
December 10,1997 -  Illinois Swine 
Health S em inar, B loom ington, IL. 
C ontact Dr. Larry Firkins, 217/333-2907.
February 3 -5 ,1 9 9 8  -  Illinois Pork Expo, 
Peoria, IL. Call K im berly M eenen, 
217/333-2762.
March 7-8,1998 -  Illinois Horse Fair, 
Springfie ld , IL. Call K im berly M eenen, 
217/333-2762.
March 20-22,1998 -  C h icago land 
Fam ily Pet Show, A rling ton Heights, IL. 
Call K im berly M eenen, 217/333-2762.
March 27-29,1998 -  In ternationa l 
Kennel C lub Show, C hicago, IL. Call 
K im berly M eenen, 217/333-2762.
April 4,1998 -  Veterina ry M edicine 
Open House, U rbana, IL. Call 
C hris Beuoy, 217/333-2907.
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C ollege  W ebm aster 
W eaves Partnership in 
Public Health ^MGN-O/j^
Q s  professor of epidemiology and preventive medicine,
Dr. Ronald D. Smith seeks to promulgate public health 
information. As director of medical informatics, he is 
interested in educational uses for computers. And as the 
College Webmaster—i.e., one who develops and maintains the computers that 
are connected to the Internet and that house College Web pages—he is adept at 
putting information on the World Wide Web.
In his recent collaboration with the Champaign-Urbana Public Health District, 
Dr. Smith combined these goals and interests to create a Web site where computer 
users can learn about obtaining immunizations, blood work, tuberculosis testing, 
school physical exams, neonatal and infant nutrition assistance, and other 
services from the local public health district. The Web address is http:// 
www.cvm.uiuc.edu/cuphd/main.html.
■\ “The health district has lots of hard-copy information, such as brochures and 
pamphlets, which is available only if you walk in,” says Dr. Smith. “We wanted 
to find a way that was effective in reaching a larger clientele, especially those 
people who don’t even know where the health district office is located.”
A primary mission of the health district is protecting public health through 
preventive medicine services, inspection and licensing of restaurants, investigation 
of foodborne disease outbreaks, and health education. That made it a great fit 
with the College and Dr. Smith’s academic interests.
As Dr. Smith points out, “Education is the most cost-effective preventive medi­
cine strategy around.”
Three students—Stacy Thompson and Karen Solis, both undergraduates in the 
Department of Community Health at the University of Illinois, and fourth-year 
veterinary student Anthony W. Wolfe—helped with the project. Wolfe did the 
Java computer programming for the educational modules.
Dr. Smith has also developed Web-based interactive educational modules on 
food safety and foodborne diseases. Users include veterinary students completing 
their professional curriculum; food animal veterinarians earning continuing edu­
cation credit; FSIS inspectors and trainees; and restaurant employees and other 
food handlers. The exercises also are being adapted for on-line use by students in 
the travel- and hospitality-management program at Champaign’s Centennial 
High School. The exercises, which involve actual health-district cases, can be 
found on the Web at http://sable.cvm.uiuc.edu/.
Dr. S m all H o n o re d  as 
“Hall of F a m e r”
Dr. Erwin Small, 
associate dean for 
alumni and public 
affairs and professor 
emeritus, has been 
named winner 
of the Robert W.
Kirk Distinguished 
Service Award from 
the American College of Veterinary 
Internal Medicine. The honor is con­
sidered tantamount to being named 
to the “Hall of Fame” for veterinary 
internal medicine.
Recipients have an outstanding life 
career in veterinary medicine with 
national and international recognition 
for their contributions and 15 years or 
more distinguished service as a veteri­
narian in such activities as clinical 
medical practice, instruction, research, 
and public service.
Dr. Small received a Bacharat crystal 
figurine of a pug at the ACV1M 
Annual Forum on May 23 in 
Orlando, Florida.
Dr. L o ck  W ins Fifth 
N orde n  O u tsta n d in g  
T e a c h in g  A w a rd
Fourth-year 
veterinary students 
last spring selected 
Dr. Ted Lock, 
theriogenology, as 
the recipient of the 
Carl J. Norden 
Outstanding
Teacher Award. The honor is based 
on outstanding teaching ability as 
well as character and leadership quali­
ties. Dr. Lock has received the award 
four other years.
Consisting of a $1,000 honorarium 
and a plaque, the award is presented 
each year to an exceptional faculty 
member at each of the nation’s 27 
veterinary colleges. It is sponsored 
by Pfizer Animal Health.
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Equipment Upgrades Keep 
Veterinary Medicine Teaching 
Hospital State of the Art
■ Magnetic Resonance Imaging 
(MRI) Drs. Bob Clarkson and John 
Losonsky report more versatility with 
the recently purchased 1.0 Tesla MRI 
unit. The imaging coils will allow 
imaging of all anatomic areas. This 
will be most beneficial in brain, spine, 
neoplasm, and joint imaging.
The increase in magnet strength 
provides a better signal-to-noise ratio, 
resulting in higher quality images with 
a reduction in patient anesthesia time. 
Faster imaging techniques also will 
reduce the image acquisition time.
■ Computed Tomography (CT)
Dr. Losonsky describes the recently 
acquired computer tomographic 
machine, a CT, 9800, GE Quick, as 
having many diagnostic advantages. 
The time required to acquire and 
reconstruct images will decrease be­
cause of a more rapid array processor 
system. Thus, anesthesia time of the 
patient will decrease. Image resolution 
is enhanced as a result of an upgraded 
matrix system and the use of more 
detectors during image acquisition.
■ Equine Treadmill The College’s 
high-speed equine treadmill was low­
ered to floor level this spring to make 
using it less stressful for the horses. 
Formerly the treadmill stood a few 
feet above floor level and horses had 
to navigate on and off ramps. The 
treadmill is used to study lameness
and airway abnormalities under race 
conditions and was key in research 
conducted to formulate safe guidelines 
for equine events at the 1996 Olym­
pics held in Atlanta.
■ Neonatal Intensive Care for Food 
Animals Dr. Peter Constable reports 
that the new calf stall area in the food 
animal ward has four well-ventilated 
stalls, approximately 4 by 6 feet, that 
are equipped with heat lamps for 
warming neonates and oxygen to 
facilitate treatment of premature 
calves. Since becoming available for 
use last Christmas, the stalls have 
housed a variety of animals, including 
calves, lambs, kids, pot-bellied pigs, 
and fawns.
■ Monitoring Equipment in Acute 
Illness Clinic New Space Lab telem­
etry equipment allows the AIC to 
monitor direct and indirect blood 
pressure, rectal temperature, EKG, 
end tidal C 0 2, and oxygen saturation 
of the blood without physically attach­
ing a machine to the patient. Instead, 
the dog wears a battery pack (about 
the size of a deck of cards) that at­
taches to three small wires. The bat­
tery pack is wrapped to the dog’s 
chest, and the dog can move about 
freely up to 100 feet away from the 
Space Lab monitor, says Dr. Sheila 
McCullough, who manages the AIC.
Eagles Treated  at W ildlife 
M edical C lin ic
he College and local media were 
abuzz last May when the Wildlife 
Medical Clinic received injured eagles 
for the first time in the 30-some years 
that the College of Veterinary Medi­
cine has been caring for wildlife. A 
bald eagle was the first to arrive, fol­
lowed the next day by a golden eagle.
Poisoning, perhaps from pesticides, 
was suspected in both cases. Despite 
round-the-clock care, both birds died.
The birds were thought to be 
around 2 years of age, too young to 
have the plumage characteristic of the 
adults of their species. The bald eagle 
received surgical treatment to set a fractured wing after three days in the clinic, 
but died two days later. The golden eagle died within a day of arriving at the 
clinic. Had the birds achieved a stable condition, they would have been taken to 
the Raptor Center, an international medical facility for birds of prey, located in 
Minneapolis, which has the proper permits for caring for bald eagles.
The Wildlife Medical Clinic is operated by veterinary students and other volun­
teers who work under the supervision of faculty advisers Dr. Thomas J. Burke 
and Dr. Kenneth Welle. More than 1,000 animals, including mammals, reptiles, 
songbirds, waterfowl, and birds of prey, are treated each year. Volunteers donate 
nearly 200 hours a week to this effort. The College provides operating space 
and equipment, but the clinic relies heavily on donations to cover the costs of 
medical treatment. The Grace A. Bersted Foundation, the Acker family, and 
Lora Sims have been key patrons of the ward’s growth.
The clinic is staffed 24 hours a day, 365 days a year. Wildlife cases are never 
refused. The phone number is 217/244-1195, and the Web address is 
http://www.cvm.uiuc.edu/wmc/wmc.htm.
Betsy Richardson, Lou Kurzeja, and 
Dianne Poliakoff— all members of 
the class of ’98—were on the team 
assigned to treat a bald eagle at the 
Ul Wildlife Medical Clinic.
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Marta Darling Gretchen Ann
Pease Reid
Agrodnia
Lynn Ann 
Sebek
Krista A. Michael Lee
Soderstrom Stahl
Shelley Lea 
Stanford
Alison Marie 
Steht
Lisa Dawn Sherri L.
Read Thomas Williams
Lynda Lee 
Wright
N e w  S cho larships C ontribute  to R ecord N um ber 
of Students Honored at Spring C ere m o n y
At the April 25 awards ceremony, 
132 students received $132,000 in 
scholarships and honors, setting a new 
high for the College.
The large numbers were partly at­
tributable to a shift in timing for rec­
ognizing some awardees: until this 
spring, most scholarships for the fall 
were not awarded until the summer 
and were announced at the awards 
ceremony the following spring. This 
year recipients of these scholarships 
were chosen sooner, so this year’s cer­
emony recognized both 1996-97 and 
1997-98 winners of some awards.
In addition, eight awards were given 
for the first time.
■ Abbott Veterinary Student 
Scholarship
■ Advanced Veterinary Systems 
Award
■ Bil-Jac Student Scholarship 
in Nutrition
■ Dr. Heidi Lott Memorial Award
■ Dr. and Mrs. David McConnell 
Scholarship
■ Merck AgVet Awards
■ Dr. Christopher Moberly 
Scholarship
■ Dr. Harry Reynolds Pathology 
Award
Pictured above are honorees from 
the class of 1997.
Abbott Veterinary Student Scholarship
Geoffrey W. Smith
Advanced Veterinary Systems Award
Joseph V. Hahn
American Animal Hospital Association 
Award
Lynda L. Wright
American Association of Feline 
Practitioners’ Student Award
Sherri L. Williams
American College of Veterinary 
Radiology Award
Matthew G. Bischoff
American College of Veterinary 
Surgeons Awards
Lynn A. Sebek, Large Animal Surgery 
Shannon E. Parsons, Small Animal Surgery
American Veterinary Medical Association 
Student Advertisement Award
Curtis R. Girouard
Auxiliary to the American Veterinary 
Medical Association Award
Marta D. Pease
Bil-Jac Student Scholarship in Nutrition
Amy Flynn
Dr. Loyd E. Boley Scholarship
Silvia K. Duncan (1996-97 Recipient) 
Geoffrey W. Smith (1997-98 Recipient)
Chicago Veterinary Medical Association 
President’s Scholastic Award
Teresa L. Goodson
L. L. Cluster Scholarships
Julie A. Crome 
Carol L. Grice 
Graham R. Merkin 
Christina L. Peavey
College of Veterinary Medicine Awards for 
Academic Excellence
Class o f 1997
First: Elizabeth P. Barnes
Second: Alison M. Steht
Third: Elizabeth B. Freeman
Class o f 1998
First: Kenneth Swiatkowski
Second: Julie A. Crome
Third: Christina L. Peavey
Class o f 1999
First: Robert F. Garro
First: Sarah L. Hopper
First: Colleen J. Trask
Second: Cindy A. Rizzo-Harman
Third: Lisa J. Wolff
Class o f 2000
First: Eric Bergsten
First: Tony Goldberg
First: Rachel Niemuth
First: Christopher Shule
Second: Melissa Miller
Third: Kristin Lawmaster
Third: India Wood
Dr. Richard E. Dierks Veterinary Alumni 
Fund Scholarships
1996- 97 Recipients 
Robert F. Garro 
Alison M. Steht 
Kenneth Swiatkowski
1997- 98 Recipients 
Eric Bergsten 
Robert F. Garro 
Sara E. Stone
Dr. Joseph L. Dorner Award
Shannon E. Parsons
Dr. W alter and Mary Lou Fehrenbacher 
Scholarship
Christopher E. Kuster
Alice H. Fruit Memorial Scholarships
1996- 97 Recipients 
Julie A. Crome 
Aaron Jackson
1997- 98 Recipients 
Sarah L. Hopper 
Lisa J. Wolff
Gruelle and Associates Awards
Richard Griffin, Large Animal Medicine 
Edmund J. Blesy, Small Animal Medicine
Anna M. Gulick Scholarship
Lisa Read (1996-97 Recipient)
Jennifer S. Davis (1997-98 Recipient)
Dr. H.J. Hardenbrook Equine Scholarships
Diane L. Ganzer 
Eileen K. Sullivan
Ruby Holmquist Memorial Scholarship
Diane L. Ganzer
Dr. H. Preston Hoskins Scholarship
Tony Goldberg
Illinois Academy of Veterinary Practice 
Continuing Education Award
Sherri L. Williams
Illinois Reptile and Amphibian 
Medicine Award
Julie A. Brandt
Illinois Veterinary Medical Alumni 
Association Award
Shannon E. Parsons
Illinois Walking Horse Association Awards
Brett A. Hoerr 
Dee Ann Kuster
Professor Virginia R. Ivens Scholarships
Elizabeth M. Herman (1995-97 Recipient) 
Jeanie F. Kincer (1996-98 Recipient)
Katie Collier (1997-99 Recipient)
Dr. Edward C. Khuen Memorial Award
Krista A. Soderstrom
Dr. Vaylord Ladwig Memorial Scholarship
Christopher E. Kuster
Lake County Humane Society Award
Tonya E. Gray 
Christopher Shule
Dr. Roger P. Link Scholarship
Shannon E. Parsons (1996-97 Recipient) 
Kay McKenna (1997-98 Recipient)
Dr. Heidi Lott Memorial Award
Brett A. Hoerr
Mallinckrodt Veterinary, Inc. Scholarship
Shannon E. Parsons
Dr. John P. Manning Award
Elizabeth B. Freeman
Dr. and Mrs. David McConnell Scholarship
Jennifer Jacobs
Dr. and Mrs. C. David McLaughlin 
Scholarship
Kenneth Swiatkowski
Merck AgVet Awards
Elizabeth P. Barnes 
Jennifer M. Criley 
Elizabeth M. Davis 
Kelly S. Eliel 
Elizabeth B. Freeman 
Andrea B. Gilbert 
Teresa L. Goodson 
Gretchen A. Reid 
Krista A. Soderstrom 
Alison M. Steht
Dr. Christopher Moberly Scholarship
Bryan F. McGoldrick
North American Veterinary 
Conference Award
David A. Gonsky (1996-97 Recipient)
Patrice Hildebrandt (1997-98 Recipient)
Novartis Animal Health Award for 
Academic Excellence in Parasitology
Heather Dawson
Pfizer Veterinary Student Award
Elizabeth P. Barnes
The Pharmacia and Upjohn Award
Lisa Read Thomas
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Phi Zeta Hosts Sym posium, 
Initiates New  Members
Dr. Harry Reynolds Pathology Award
LisaJ. Wolff
Dr. J.E. Salsbury Scholarships
1996- 97 Recipients 
Matthew G. Bischoff 
Edmund J. Blesy 
Jennifer M. Criley
I Teresa L. Goodson 
Mark C. Ketcham 
Ruthanne M. MacPete 
Tyena Martin 
Scott A. Nebergall 
Shannon E. Parsons 
Marta D. Pease 
Gretchen A. Reid 
Lynda L. Wright
1997- 98 Recipients 
Julie A. Brandt 
Linda Dolder 
Annie Hernandez 
Deb Hickman 
Aaron Jackson
Jill Janssen 
Dana Miller 
Betsy Richardson 
Kathleen Sennello 
Jennifer Truskowski 
Julia Veir 
Sheri Werner
Dr. Jesse Sampson Award
Colleen Trask
Sandrik Family Scholarships
Joseph V. Hahn 
Patrice Hildebrandt
Dr. Samuel Scheidy Award in Clinical 
Pharmacology
Gretchen A. Reid
Dr. Erwin Small Scholarships
Gwen Anderson 
Barb Bushmann 
Carmen A. Staszkow 
Julie Towle
Sophie’s Golden Heart Award
Teresa L. Goodson
i Southern Illinois Veterinary Medical 
Association Scholarship
Nathan J. Jurgena
Students for Equal Access to Learning 
Scholarships
Jennifer Frey 
Tonya E. Gray
Richard and Helen Sweet Scholarship
Kay McKenna (1996-97 Recipient) 
Carmen A. Staszkow (1997-98 Recipient)
University Honors - Bronze Tablet
LisaJ. Wolff
Upjohn Companion Animal Award
Gretchen A. Reid
Upjohn Large Animal Award
Shelley Stanford
Upjohn Team Award
Julie A. Crome
Veterinary Emergency and Critical 
Care Award
Todd Duffy
West Suburban Caged Bird Club 
Scholarship
Kristi Pampel 
April Paulman
S c h o la rs h ip s  M ake 
F ittin g  M e m oria l
■  The Dr. Harry Reynolds Pathology 
Award is funded through an endow­
ment established in honor of
Dr. Harry A. Reynolds, Jr., professor 
emeritus of veterinary pathology who 
died in his Champaign home last De­
cember. The $500 award goes to the 
student with the highest grade in the 
General Pathology course (VP 334). 
The student must also have a grade 
point average of at least 3.5 on a 4.0 
scale.
Dr. Reynolds, who earned a VMD 
at the University of Pennsylvania and 
master’s (1963) and doctoral (1966) 
degrees in pathology from the Univer­
sity of Illinois, had spent more than 
30 years on the faculty and retired in 
1991. He also served in the Marine 
Corps in World War II.
Anyone wishing to contribute to 
the Dr. Harry A. Reynolds, Jr., 
Endowment may contact the office 
of Development at 217/333-2762.
■  The Dr. Heidi Lott Memorial 
Award was created in memory of a 
1989 graduate of the College of Vet­
erinary Medicine. The $500 award 
goes to a third-year veterinary student 
who is a native of Tazewell County, 
Illinois, and who is in good academic 
standing, has an interest in private 
practice, and has relative financial 
need. Dr. David Lott, Heidi’s father 
and a veterinary practitioner in 
Tremont, Illinois, established the 
endowment to support the award, 
with assistance from the Tri County 
Veterinary Medical Association and 
classmates and friends of Heidi. He 
presented the award to Brett Hoerr at 
the April awards ceremony.
On April 2, twenty-nine new mem­
bers were initiated into Illinois’s Mu 
Chapter of Phi Zeta, the national vet­
erinary honor society that promotes 
high scholarship, research, and ethical 
standards in veterinary medicine.
At the annual symposium in the 
afternoon, Dr. Steve Morse, of 
Columbia University School of Public 
Health and The Rockefeller Univer­
sity, New York City, and Dr. Paul 
Gibbs, University of Florida, Interna­
tional Studies and Programs and Col­
lege of Veterinary Medicine, spoke 
on the topic of emerging infectious 
diseases.
At the evening banquet, College of 
Veterinary Medicine faculty members 
Dr. E. J. Ehrhart, Dr. Jianyong Li, 
and Dr. Joanne Messick, all with 
veterinary pathobiology, were initiated 
into the society. Four graduate 
students/residents were initiated:
Dr. Robert Husmann, Dr. Olivia
Inoue, Dr. Julie Johnson, and Dr. 
Charles Wiedmeyer.
To be accepted for membership, 
VM-3 students must rank in the 
upper 10 percent of their class.
Nine were initiated: Julie Crome,
Jill Janssen, Thorin Lindstrom, 
April Paulman, Christina Peavey, 
Carmen Staszkow, Sarah Stone, 
Kenneth Swiatkowski, and 
Jennifer Truskowski.
Twelve VM-4 students who ranked 
in the upper 25 percent of their class 
but were not already Phi Zeta mem­
bers were initiated: Keith Berley, 
Heather Clugston, Karen Davis, 
Jessica Heuer, Brigit Hollis, Cindy 
Makofski, Melissa Rakow, Valerie 
Schoen, David Scott, Krista 
Soderstrom, and Julia Whittington.
In addition, the Mu Chapter 
Literary Award was presented to 
VM-3 Geoffrey Smith.
Research Projects Funded from 
January 1, 1997, to March 31, 1997
g e n e r a T
Beasley VR, North Slope Borough, Department of Wildlife Management, $15,748, N0AA Student Intern.
Beasley VR & Diana SG, Max Mcgraw Wildlife Foundation, $970, “Effects of atrazine on larval amphibians 
inhabiting pond microcosms.”
Clarkson RB & Belford RL, National Institutes of Health (NIH)/Dartmouth, $174,549, “Carbon-based 
Sensors for in vivo EPR Oximetry.”
Cooke PS & Hess RA, NIH/University of Wisconsin, $15,234, “Reproductive and Developmental Toxicity 
of Dioxin.”
Docampo R & Moreno SN, NIH, $24,800, “Subcellular Localization of Calcium in Trypanosomatids.” 
Teuscher C, NIH, $68,749, “Molecular Genetics of Lyme Arthritis Susceptibility.”
Teuscher C, NIH, $214,529, “Autoimmune Disease and Neonatal Tolerance.”
Teuscher C, NIH, $103,751, “ Infertility and Testicular Autoimmunity.”
PORCINE
Bahnson PB & Dial G, U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA)/National Research Initiative Competitive 
Grants Program, $121,756, “Risk Factor Assessment for Salmonella Infection for Market Weight Pigs.”
Zuckermann FA, USDA/National Research Initiative Competitive Grants Program, $192,364, “Cytokine 
Regulation of the Differentiation of Virus-specific IFN-producing Porcine Memory T-cells.”
Zuckermann FA, National Pork Producers Council/Special Research Program, $30,189, “Analysis of the 
Cell-mediated Immune Response to Infection or Vaccination with PRRS Virus.”
SMALL ANIMAL
Campbell KL & Henshaw LJ, American Academy of Veterinary Dermatology, $2,180, “ Luminol-assisted 
Chemiluminescence of Neutrophils in Dogs with Staphylococcal Pyoderma.”
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Apply at Illinois CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 Class of 2001 CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
Who decides? The College’s admissions committee, made up of two faculty 
members from each of the three academic departments as well as Dr. Miller, 
reviews every application that meets the basic application criteria. After the 
committee ranks the applications, the top contenders are invited for an interview. 
The application and interview are scored as follows:
Measures o f  Academic Performance - 60 points
• Science GPA -25  points
(GPAs are determined from official college transcripts.)
• Cumulative GPA - 15 points
• Standardized test score - 20 points:
(In the past, this was the Veterinary College Admission Test, but 
beginning with admission for the fall of 1998 it will be the 
Graduate Record Examination.)
Evaluation o f  the Paper Application - 30 points
This includes information from application and letters of recommendation 
describing the applicant’s knowledge of, motivation toward, and experience 
with the field of veterinary medicine; evidence of leadership, initiative, and 
responsibility; animal contact and experience; and extracurricular factors. 
Personal Interview -1 0  points
A d m is s io n  C r ite r ia  a t S e le c te d  O th e r  S c h o o ls
California: grades, 30%; test scores, 30%; interview, 20%; references, 6%; and 
essay, 14%.
Colorado: grades, 37%; test scores, 11%; animal/veterinary experience, quality 
of academic programs, essay, activities and achievements, references, 26%; 
minority status, 5%; disadvantage, 5%; interview, 16%.
North Carolina: grades, 50%; interview, 45%; collegiate experience and 
degrees held, 5%.
Ohio: grades, 40%; test scores, 5%; interview, 55%.
Pennsylvania, Tennessee, and Texas A&M: no percentages given
(Information from the Veterinary Medical School Admissions Requirements, published in 1996 
by the Association of American Veterinary Medical Colleges.)
V e t S c h o o l A d m is s io n : W h a t A re  th e  O d d s ?
In 1996, a total of 6,424 applicants nationwide submitted 22,578 applica­
tions for only 2,322 first-year positions available in veterinary school, yielding 
an acceptance rate overall of 35.7%. Slightly more than two-thirds of the 
applicants were female, and just over a fourth of the applicants had applied at 
least once before.
(Information from the Association of American Veterinary Medical Colleges.)
Polo Event Raises Money, 
Awareness for Pet Therapy 
Program
More than $3,000 was raised for 
the Pets for Vets program at a July 13 
polo match and raffle held in Oak 
Brook, Illinois. Featured was an inter­
national match pitting the U.S. team 
against the Guatemalan team.
Pets for Vets is an animal-assisted 
activity/therapy program designed to 
promote healing and improve quality 
of life for patients and residents at the 
Edward Hines Jr. Veterans Adminis­
tration Hospital in Hines, Illinois. 
The program is sponsored by Loyola 
University Medical Center and the 
University of Illinois College of 
Veterinary Medicine.
“Practitioners help provide students with a light at the end 
o f  the tunnel Students sometimes get discouraged\ thinkingi 
‘I ’m not a very good vet student. ’ I  remind them that their 
goal is not to be a vet student but to be a veterinarian. n
each conducted a dozen or more 20- 
minute interviews in about 7 hours 
last spring.
Dr. Peter Sakas, a 1983 graduate 
who practices at the Niles Animal 
Hospital outside Chicago, was a part 
of the interview teams in 1996 and 
1997. “The recruitment program 
today is really phenomenal. When I 
interviewed as an applicant, I traveled 
by car and plane all day from Georgia, 
where I was attending grad school, to 
arrive in Champaign for the interview 
and immediately turned around to go 
back. Today’s expanded program 
helps us to be more competitive and 
to reach out to get the top people.”
Dr. Sakas praises the standardized 
features of the current interview proce­
dure: “The interviewers all received the 
same training and all have the same 
scoring sheet. The scores are based 
on what the person says.”
Interviewers are not, however, look­
ing for a “magic word.” Dr. Daena 
Goldsmith, assistant professor in 
Speech Communication at the Uni­
versity of Illinois, conducts research 
that uses scoring mechanisms to evalu­
ate conversation and interpersonal 
communication. She helped finetune 
the process for this year’s interviews 
and was instrumental in training inter­
viewers to achieve a standardized scor­
ing system. “The interview is designed 
to look for specific qualities and char­
acteristics,” she says. “The questions 
are open-ended and are intended to 
give people the opportunity to display 
those qualities and characteristics.”
Dr. Goldsmith is working with 
Drs. Miller and Gerald Pijanowski, 
an associate professor of morphology 
who serves as assistant dean of student 
affairs, to study how well the interview 
scores correlate with measures of suc­
cess representative of the qualities and 
characteristics. In other words, they 
want to find out if the structured 
interview really does what it’s 
supposed to do.
It is not intended to cause panic. 
“We want to put applicants at ease,” 
says Dr. Goldsmith. “We instruct the 
interview team to look helpful but not 
to smile and nod and give feedback. 
The goal is to be pleasant but neutral, 
and the rationale for that is to be con­
sistent and fair to every applicant.”
Though many applicants felt a bit 
stressed by the interview, Diana Bauer 
did not find it intimidating. “I thought 
everyone was very nice,” she says.
Bauer is one of about 20 out-of-state
students entering the Class o f2001. 
She decided to apply to Illinois be­
cause she had worked with an Illinois 
graduate at an SPCA hospital and be­
cause everyone she asked had good 
things to say about the school. Still, 
the California native wasn’t too 
excited initially by the prospect of a 
school in central Illinois. She came 
away from the two-day recruitment 
program very favorably impressed, 
however—especially by the fact that 
alumni practitioners were involved 
and “really do care.”
This is especially true for Dr. Sakas, 
who says he feels- a sense of responsi­
bility to the College. “I had a great 
four years in school, so I want to do as 
much as I can to give back.” He serves 
as mentor to six current students in 
the College, lectures to the freshman 
class, speaks frequently at high schools’ 
career days, and invites youths with 
an interest in the field to spend time 
with him at his clinic.
“Alumni practitioners play a vital 
role in our recruitment efforts, from 
mentoring young people to writing 
carefully considered letters of recom­
mendation,” says Dr. Miller. “They 
model what a veterinarian does. They 
expose budding veterinarians to the 
full breadth of practice, including the 
business aspects and the challenging 
situations of interacting with difficult 
clients and euthanasia.”
Dr. Miller wants applicants to know 
that the four years of study here are 
tough, but worth it. Alumni involve­
ment really helps. “Practitioners help 
provide students with a light at the 
end of the tunnel,” she says. “Students 
sometimes get discouraged, thinking 
‘I’m not a very good vet student.’ I re­
mind them that their goal is not to be 
a vet student but to be a veterinarian. 
There’s a lot to get through in the cur­
riculum, so that light at the end of the 
tunnel has to shine pretty brighdy.” 
For Diana Bauer, the light is very 
strong but not yet focused. “I have a 
few career options in mind: work 
in food animals and public health, 
practice with an international slant, or 
biomedical research, perhaps in epide­
miology. But who knows what I’ll 
end up as!” she says.
With hard work, determination, 
and the support of College faculty, 
staff, and alumni, she and 99 others 
who secured a space in the Class of 
2001 will end up as assets to the pro­
fession of veterinary medicine.
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News of 
Alumni 
and Friends
■ Dr. Sheldon Rubin (’68), who
directs the Blum Animal Hospital in 
Chicago, was elected to the Council 
on Public Relations of the American 
Veterinary Medical Association.
■  Dr. Linda Tollefson (’80) has been 
appointed director of the Office of 
Surveillance and Compliance at the 
Food and Drug Administration’s 
Center for Veterinary Medicine. An 
employee of FDA since 1984, she had 
previously served as director of the 
Division of Human Food Safety in 
the Office of New Animal Drug 
Evaluation and as director of the Divi­
sion of Voluntary Compliance and 
Hearings Development. In her new 
role, Dr. Tollefson will continue to 
lead the antimicrobial susceptibility 
monitoring program.
■  Dr. Michael L. Biehl (’83, PhD 
’89) was recently elected to a two-year 
term as secretary-treasurer of the 
northeast chapter of the Society
of Toxicology. In March he ended 
a two-year term as councilor of the 
Veterinary Specialty Section of the 
Society of Toxicology. A board-certi­
fied toxicologist, he is senior research 
investigator and project coordinator 
in the Department of Drug Safety 
Evaluation, Pfizer Central Research, 
Groton, Connecticut, where he is 
responsible for the toxicological 
evaluation of human and veterinary 
pharmaceutical candidates.
■  Dr. Scott A. Jackson (’86) and his 
wife, Brenda, celebrate the birth of 
their daughter, Carlyn Louise, who 
joins 2-year-old sister Sarah Jo. Dr. 
Jackson is the medical director of Vet­
erinary Centers of America-Midpark 
Animal Hospital in Cleveland, Ohio.
■  Dr. Peter 
Weinstein (’86) is 
serving as the presi­
dent of the Southern 
California Veterinary 
Medical Association, 
which is the largest local VMA in the 
world. It has more than 1,000 mem­
bers and represents veterinarians 
throughout the greater Los Angeles 
area. Dr. Weinstein lives with his wife, 
Andrea, and their daughter Brianna, 
in Irvine, California, and owns a 
small animal practice in Laguna 
Niguel, California.
Veterinary
REPORT
C la s s  of 1 9 5 2 : F irs t  C V M  G ra d u a te s  H o ld  R e u n io n
Back row, from left: 
Earl Lutz, Charles 
Lindley, Cecil 
Johnson, George 
Fehrenbacher, Bob 
Whalen, Oliver 
(Smokey) Stowe, 
Robert Latham.
Front Row: Bob 
Baker, William 
Specht, Richard 
Fink, Ed Murphy.
I  Eleven members of the College’s inaugural class gathered with their spouses for 
their 43th reunion. Myrie Butzow, wife of deceased class member Robert Butzow, 
also attended. Guests included Dr. Morris Cover, former College faculty member 
who taught histology; Edward Specht, son of a 1932 class member; Myra 
Butzow’s friend, Elizabeth Wallis; Terry Rathgeber; Jeff Fehrenbacher; Dr. and 
Mrs. Jerry Banicki; and Dr. Erwin Small.
Agenda items at the class meeting included proposals for a class gift and updates 
on class members and spouses who were unable to make the meeting. Special 
thanks are due to Dr. Smokey Stowe for making the arrangements for the event.
N in e te e n  A tte n d  C la s s  of ’5 7  R e u n io n
Front row, from left: Erwin 
Small, Eugene Nelson, 
Delano Ohaver; second 
row: Edwin Short, Jerry 
Steffen, Delwyn Meyer, 
Paul Arndt, James Meyer, 
Joe Metier; third row: 
Peter Smith, Arnold Taft, 
Joan Schaeffler, Benton 
Allen, Marshall 
Slingerland; last row:
John Aves, Ralph Vinson.
■  The 40th reunion of the Class of 1957 was held in Urbana on Friday, April 
18. Nineteen classmates and their spouses attended the celebration. The group 
enjoyed a luncheon hosted by the dean and Mrs. Carroll Valli, a bus tour of 
the University’s campus, and a behind-the-scenes look at the College facilities, 
followed that evening by a gala banquet. On Saturday morning, the group 
breakfasted at the Urbana home of University President and Mrs. James Stukel.
L o o k in g  A h e a d  to  
H is to r ic a l L a n d m a rk
Next year marks the 50th anniver­
sary of the first class to enroll in the 
professional veterinary degree program 
at the College of Veterinary Medicine. 
The College is planning now for 
special ways to commemorate this 
momentous event. If you would like 
to suggest your ideas to make the 50th 
a year to remember, please send your 
ideas to the Vet Report at U of I 
College of Veterinary Medicine,
2938 VMBSB, 2001 South Lincoln 
Avenue, Urbana, IL 61802; 
editor@cvm.uiuc.edu.
Correction
The faculty directory in the Spring 
1997 Veterinary Report should have 
listed Dr. Ronald D. Smith as director 
of medical informatics in the College 
Administration section in addition to 
his being listed as professor of epide­
miology and preventive medicine in 
the Department of Veterinary 
Pathobiology. We regret the error.
In
Memoriam
■  Dr. Ronald W. Ghrist (’83) 
died January 27 in Pittsfield,
Illinois. Dr. Ghrist established the 
Ghrist Veterinary Clinic in Pittsfield 
and a weekly clinic in Pleasant Hill, 
Illinois, immediately after earning his 
DVM. He had received numerous 
football awards in high school and 
attended the University of Missouri 
for his undergraduate degree on a 
football scholarship. He is survived by 
his wife, Becky, and four children, 
Adam, Joseph, Sam, and Aubrie.
■  Dr. Walter Nehrkorn (’54), of 
Savanna, Illinois, died on May 1. He 
had practiced veterinary medicine for 
22 years in the Carroll County area 
and was involved in banking at the 
time of his death, serving as president 
of the Savanna State Bank.
■  Dr. John Schmidt (’58), who 
worked as a teacher and researcher 
in veterinary science at the College 
for five years after earning his DVM 
here, died last year. At the time of his 
death he had lived for 17 years in 
Eastford, Connecticut. Dr. Schmidt 
had been very active in the American 
Kennel Club and enjoyed showing 
Chesapeake Bay retrievers and 
Alaskan malamutes.
Football Tickets
The College has purchased a limited block of season tickets for the 1997 football season. A 
large block is available for the Fall Conference weekend game.
r '
Fall Conference Football Tickets
Oct. 4 at $25.00 = _
Additional Games
Sept. 20 Washington State (Dad’s Day) #_
Oct. 25 Purdue (Homecoming) #_
Nov. 8 Northwestern (Sibling’s Day/4-H Day) # _  
Nov. 22 Michigan State #_
at $23.00 = 
at $25.00 = 
at $21.00 = 
at $23.00 =
I  Name(s)
I  City
Tickets are reserved on a first-come, first-served basis. Please return form to: 
Beth Erwin, 3229 VMBSB, University of Illinois, College of Veterinary Medicine, 
2001 S. Lincoln Ave., Urbana, IL 61802. Telephone: (217/333-2762).
Checks should be made payable to the University of Illinois.
. j
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College
Briefs
F a ll C o n fe re n c e  
B e tte r  T h a n  E v e r!
Mark your calendars for October 2 
and 3. That’s when the College’s 
Annual Fall Conference and Short 
Course for Veterinarians brings you 
the opportunity to learn the latest 
practical information in veterinary 
medicine, earn 11.3 hours of continu­
ing education credit, and renew ties 
with fellow alumni and practitioners. 
Speakers from across the country will 
cover small animal hematology,
PRRS, equine nutrition, and avoiding 
drug residue in cattle. College faculty 
will share their expertise and new 
research findings. For more informa­
tion, call the Continuing Education- 
Public Service/Extension office at 
217/333-2907.
O L A C  C h a n g e s
This summer Dr. Gale Taylor 
retired as director of the College’s 
Office of Laboratory Animal Care 
(OLAC), and the professional staff of 
OLAC joined the Campus Office of 
Laboratory Animal Resources (OLAR). 
Dr. Taylor was also professor and chair 
of comparative medicine in the Depart­
ment of Veterinary Pathobiology.
■  Dr. Tom Burke,
veterinary clinical 
medicine, appeared on 
the Pet News program, 
broadcast from New 
York City by the Fox News Channel 
on the morning of Saturday, June 21. 
He discussed canine brucellosis.
■  Dr. Roberto Docampo was invited 
to chair and organize a roundtable on 
“Adaptation to environment and stress” 
during the First World Congress on 
Leishmaniasis, held in Istanbul, Tur­
key, May 3 to 9, 1997. He gave two 
oral presentations: “Acidocalcisome:
a new organelle in trypanosomatids” 
and “Calcium and cell invasion by 
L. mexicana amazonensis.”
■  Dr. Barbara Kitchell, veterinary 
clinical medicine, is serving on the 
Vaccine-Associate Feline Sarcoma 
Task Force that first met last fall. The 
American Veterinary Medical Associa­
tion, the American Animal Hospital 
Association, the American Association 
of Feline Practitioners, and the Veteri­
nary Cancer Society joined forces to 
create this 10-member team, which 
will address the issue of sarcoma 
formation at injection sites of com­
monly used feline vaccines. The objec­
tives of the task force are to define the 
scope and incidence of the problem,
Dr. Randall Peper and Dr. Katherine 
Wasson received appointments in 
OLAR to carry out the responsibilities 
of campus clinical veterinarians.
OLAC now reports to the College’s 
associate dean for research. All tele­
phone numbers remained unchanged.
D o Y o u  H a v e  E -m a il?
Dr. Art Siegel, veterinary clinical 
medicine, requests that practitioners 
send their E-mail address to him for 
inclusion in a database that will be 
used to provide practitioners with 
updates from the clinic. Forward 
your E-mail address to him at: 
a-siegel@uiuc. edu
C N N  film s  s to ry  a t C V M
A film crew from CNN Headline 
News spent several hours on the 
College of Veterinary Medicine 
campus on July 10 to cover a story on 
the increase in women in the field of 
veterinary medicine. Veterinary stu­
dents and residents were interviewed 
about their views on the gender issues 
within the profession. Dr. Sandra 
Siwe (’63), whose practice is located in 
Champaign, was also featured in the 
segment, which ran nationwide on 
July 14 and 15.
C o lle g e  S p o n s o rs  
C a m p u s w id e  L e c tu re
The College of Veterinary Medicine 
cosponsored one of the annual series of
determine causal and prognostic 
factors, and educate and inform 
veterinarians and the public. Initial 
recommendations of the task force 
are available from: Cornell Feline 
Health Center, College of Veterinary 
Medicine VRT 7018, Ithaca, NY 
14853-6401; 607/253-3414; http:// 
web.vet.cornell.edu/public/ ffic/.
■  Dr. Ronald D. Smith, director of 
medical informatics and professor of 
epidemiology and preventive medi­
cine, attended Changing Strategies— 
Changing Behavior: What Food 
Safety Communicators Need to 
Know, a food safety conference held 
in Washington, DC, on June 12 and 
13. He presented a paper entitled 
“Outbreak investigation exercises
on the World Wide Web.”
■  Dr. Deoki N. Tripathy, veterinary 
pathobiology, presented a talk on 
“Infectious laryngotracheitis virus
as a possible vaccine vector” at the 
69th Northeastern Conference on 
Avian Diseases, June 11 to 13, in 
Ithaca, New York.
MillerComm lectures, a major event 
on the University of Illinois campus. 
The CAS/MillerComm97 lecture by 
Lester Brown, president of the 
Worldwatch Institute, was entitled 
“Tough Choices: The Changing 
World Food Prospect” and was given 
on Earth Day, Tuesday, April 22 , in 
the campus’s Lincoln Hall Theater.
S n a k e s , T u r t le s , a n d  
F ro g s — O h  M y!
The second annual Reptile and 
Amphibian Expo was held in the 
Atrium of the Basic Sciences building 
on Saturday, April 19. There were 
more than 50 varieties of reptiles, 
including animals native to Illinois, 
such as the colorful milk snake and the
green tree frog. The free educational 
event was jointly sponsored by the Illi- , 
nois Veterinary Herpetological Society, i 
a group made up of College students ; 
and staff, and the Champaign Area ' 
Society of Herpetoculturists (CASH). • j
B e h a v io r  S e m in a r  H e ld
More than 100 veterinary students, 
veterinary technicians, animal control ' 
officers, veterinarians, and other dog 
lovers attended a two-day workshop 
with noted animal behaviorist Sue 
Sternberg. The July event, held in the 
Large Animal Clinic Auditorium, was , 
jointly sponsored by the College, the 
American Society for the Prevention 
of Cruelty to Animals, and the Illinois 
Federation of Humane Societies.
Open House Draws a Crow d
Q  housands of visitors attended the 
College’s annual Open House on 
April 5 to learn about veterinary medi­
cal specialties such as cardiology and 
dentistry, to peek inside the workings 
of a live cow’s stomach, and to watch 
demonstrations of horse grooming 
and shoeing, cow milking, sheep 
shearing, and police dog work.
“Open House is run entirely by stu­
dents to show the public our abilities 
as scientists/doctors, the many fields 
our profession encompasses, and what 
our school has to offer,” says Patrice 
Hildebrandt. She and fellow VM-3 
classmates Waylon Fischer and Kerry 
Lancaster served as Open House co-chairs.
As in previous years, the exhibits/demonstrations were judged by faculty, staff, 
and fourth-year and graduate students. Point totals were really close (especially 
for the large animal category)! The judging categories and winners were basic 
sciences, zoonosis; large animal, fistulated cow; small animal, wildlife; and 
demonstrations, equine.
A special feature this year celebrated the birth of the College’s first foal from a 
group of 17 Trakehner horses received as part of an estate gift. Visitors cast votes 
to decide the name of the filly born March 7. Following Trakehner tradition, the 
foal’s name had to start with the same letter as its mother, Abba. The winning 
name, Avalon, received 294 votes; other choices and their vote totals were Astra, 
232; Amulet, 80; Alba, 63; Amiega, 46; Amulet, 80; and Abbess, 39.
The students and College would like to thank the following organizations for 
their financial support of Veterinary Medicine Open House:
■ Abbott Laboratories
■ Chicago Illinois Veterinary Medical Association
■ Eastern Illinois Veterinary Medical Association
■ Hill’s Pet Nutrition, Inc.
■ LAMS Company
■ Illinois State Veterinary Medical Association
■ Northern Illinois Veterinary Medical Association
■ Pet Products Plus
■ Pharmacia and the Upjohn Company
■ Ralston Purina Company
■ UI College of Veterinary Medicine
■ UI College of Veterinary Medicine Alumni Association
■ Waltham Brand Partners
Plan to attend next yea rs Open House on April 4, 1998.
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